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On the New Testament Conception of " Possession." — Professor Shiirer, of 
Univer. of Kiel, has a few words to say on this interesting but perplexing 
topic in the Jahrbuch fiir Protestantische Theologie, and presents an argument 
to show that two different conceptions of the phenomenon are found in the 
sources of our synoptic gospels. In Mark he finds by an analysis of the different 
miracles of healing that only mental diseases, such as madness or epilepsy, 
are considered the result of demoniac " possession," and that a distinction is 
made between these and other forms of disease miraculously healed. 

On the other hand, in a source used in common by the first and third 
evangelists in the composition of their gospels, demoniac possession is re- 
garded as the cause of other diseases as well as psychical. In Luke xi. 14, 
and its two parallels in Matthew, there is dumbness as well as possession, 
while the affliction of the woman in Luke xiii. 10-17 is regarded as due to 
Satanic influence. That this divergent view belongs not to the two evan- 
gelists individually, but to their common earlier source, seems to be shown 
by their adherence in passages peculiar to themselves to the distinction 
drawn by Mark. 

The Epistles of Paul Paraphrased. — The Iliff School of Theology, located 
in Denver, Colo., is issuing as a monthly periodical Studies in St. Paul's 
Epistles, edited by Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D. The first number contains a 
treatment of the first epistle to the Thessalonians, by Prof. Wilbur F. Steele. 
A brief introduction to the epistle is followed by a free paraphrase, into 
which an analysis is woven and parenthetical notes are interjected. The 
paraphrase is very bold, made striking sometimes by the use of modern terms 
not usually included in the religious vocabulary, sometimes by words which 
have some linguistic relationship to the Greek word used by Paul. The aim 
of this little publication is most admirable. A translation of the letters of 
Paul into thoroughly modern English untrammeled by any previous version 
would be of great value. The task is, however, a difficult one. The present 
attempt will, it is to be hoped, encourage other similar attempts ; it will 
hardly exclude the necessity for them. The following sentences illustrate its 
strength and its weakness : 

" But we, brethren, like, as jEschylus has it, a young eaglet torn from its 
mother, orphaned, bereaved in our separation from you for the space of an 
hour, that is separation in face, not in heart, — we to the utmost exerted our- 
selves your face to see with great yearning. On which account we were 
moved to come unto you, I, that is, Paul, both on one occasion and twice, but 
chopped in upon us Satan." E. D. B. 
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The Parable of the Unjust Steward. (Luke xvi. 1-13), — Wm. Boyd Carpen- 
ter, Bishop of Ripon, expounds this parable in the January Expositor. The 
lesson of the parable is a caution against that shrewd and yet unscrupulous 
spirit which seeks self-interest at the cost of truth and principle. The difficult 
words, " Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, 
that when ye fail (or when it shall fail), they may receive you into everlast- 
ing habitations," are ironical. The policy which the faithless steward adopted 
did answer. He secured the open doors of welcome of the tenants ; but such 
dextrous policy can never win open doors in the everlasting habitations. The 
experience of Judas illustrates this parable, and is a lesson against endeavor- 
ing to win on both sides, on the spiritual and on the temporal. "Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon." 

Judaism and Higher Criticism. — Rabbi Joseph Strauss, Ph.D., writes on the 
above subject in the Expository Times for January. Criticism of the Scrip- 
ture, he tells us, is nothing new to Judaism. By virtue of its fundamental prin- 
ciples of religion and morality it is strong enough to survive ephemeral attacks. 
Philo, the Alexandrian Jewish philosopher of the first century A. D., treats 
many passages of the Bible allegorically or parabolically. In the Talmud 
(300 B. C— 600 A. D.) critical views concerning the authorship of certain pas- 
sages and books of Scripture are uttered with a boldness that would even 
astonish modern critics. In the treaties of Bawbhaw Bathraw several pages 
are devoted to the discussion regarding the authorship of some passages and 
books of the Bible. One rabbi asserts that the last eight verses of the Pen- 
tateuch, which report the death of Moses, cannot have been written by Moses 
himself but by Joshua. Another doctor, speaking of Job, makes the daring 
assertion, " Job never lived, nor was he created," but the book is a parable, 
a poem invented by a poetic mind. Of Isaiah, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
Ecclesiastes, it is asserted that they were written by men of the great syna- 
gogue, which actually brings these books down to the time of the Maccabees. 

Ibn Ezra (1088-1167) doubts the Mosaic authorship of Gen. xii. 6 and 
xxxvi. 31-43 and other passages. Maimonides (1 135-1204) and Spinoza 
(1632- 1677) and Moses Mendelssohn (1729- 1786) may be quoted as instances 
and proofs that with the acceptance of the results of honest criticism it is not 
only possible to keep within the fold of Judaism, but that it is the duty of a Jew 
to " investigate well " and to " prove all things and to hold fast what is good." 

The Revised Version in Australia. — In the January Expository Times is an 
interesting letter from the Bishop of Ballarat regarding the use of the revised 
version in his own diocese in Australia. The Bishop recently publicly advised the 
reading of the lessons in the church service from the Revised Version. The 
suggestion was approved by the diocesan assembly and followed by fourteen 
or more of the sixty parishes. In this action the Bishop of Ballarat stands 
alone among the bishops of Australia. His next neighbor, the Bishop of Mel- 
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bourne, has given publicly the opposite advice, arguing that the original text 
was still uncertain ; that the Bible Society had not accepted, nor the church of 
England formally indorsed the Revision. The bishop writes : " Nearly ten 
years of study of my ' parallel Bible ' has forced on me the conviction that 
the unrevised Authorized Version is so full of small mistakes and so discredit- 
ably wrong in some important details that it is contrary to duty to encourage 
its use where a corrected (albeit not perfect) form of it is available." He 
asserts that rhythm is valueless when purchased, as often in the authorized 
version, at the expense of fidelity, but concedes that the revision is the less 
idiomatic in some passages, remarking that in a few passages it seems forgotten 
that, after all, aorists are made for man and not vice versa. The more I study 
both, the less do such defects as cling to the Revised Version disturb me, and 
the more unbearable do the blunders of the Authorized Version become ; and 
the cumulative effect on my estimate of the former produced by its multi- 
tudinous emendations of the latter is overwhelming." The writer believes, with 
the Bishop of Durham, that the revised version will displace the Authorized 
version by degrees, as the authorized version did the " Great " and Genevan 
Bible. T. H. R. 

The Synoptic Problem is discussed at some length by Professor Hilgenfeld 
in the first number of the thirty-sixth volume of the Zeitschrift fur die Wis- 
senschaftliche Theologie. He gives a critique of the latest presentation of the 
"two sources" theory, that of Weizsacker in the last edition of his "Apostolic 
Age," adding also a shorter discussion of the position of Feine. Feine's 
hypothesis of the modification of the original "Logia" source in an Ebionitic 
and ascetic direction before its incorporation into the third gospel has been 
adopted and applied in the eighth edition of Meyer's Commentary on Luke, 
which appeared last year from the hands of Professor Johannes Weiss, son 
of the well known Berlin scholar. 

Other investigations of Hilgenfeld in the same periodical during the past 
year have covered some of the gospel chronology (cf. The times of the birth, life 
and passion of Jesus according to Hippolytus [xxxv. 3]; the time of the life of 
Jesus in Hippolytus [xxxvi. 1]; and on Sulpicius Quirinius [xxxvi. 2]); while 
four articles [xxxv. 3, 4, xxxvi. 2, 3] have discussed the Epistle to the Romans. 

A valuable article in the line of text history and criticism is by Dr. Stark, 
of Berlin, in the same periodical [xxxv. 4, xxxvi. 1], entitled "The Old Testa- 
ment Quotationsin the Writers of the New Testament." It deals not only with 
quotations found in the gospels, but compares them in full with the different 
texts of the LXX with a view to ascertaining their relation to the latter. 
He finds that in the different MSS. they exhibit, to an astonishing extent, the 
same variant readings as the LXX, and among the texts of the latter, 
especially the Alexandrinus. Finally he suggests the question whether these 
New Testament quotations have obtained their form from the LXX, or 
whether perhaps not rather vice versa. L. B., Jr. 



